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USDA Certified Organic 
Every farm raising organic chickens for us is third-party audited to meet the 
requirements of the National Organic Program for USDA Certified Organic. 
Farms are inspected annually by third-party organic certifiers. 

•	 All 172 farms raising organic chickens passed their audit. The audits 
identified 21 nonconformances. 

•	 5 – feed record issues  

•	 4 – larger buffer area needed

•	 2 – rodent bait issues 

•	 10 – other issues

Customer Welfare Audits 

Our operations are regularly subject to audits by our customers to ensure 
adherence to their standards. We passed all of our customer audits.  

Initiative: Third-Party Video Monitoring 

We use third-party video monitoring in live-bird handling areas of all 11 of our harvest facilities. This 
includes random reviews of video covering 13.1 million birds in 283,900 audit 
events during 2021. We achieved a compliance rate of 99.83 percent.  

We also had seven of our operations using video to monitor our live haul 
operations. This includes random reviews of video covering 2.1 million birds 
in 12,600 audit events during 2021. We achieved a compliance rate of 99.84 
percent.

AUDIT
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Panorama Meats

Our Panorama Organic Grass-Fed Meats® brand is the nation’s largest producer of 100% grass-fed, 
grass-fi nished certifi ed organic beef with 34 independent family ranchers that span eight states and 
nearly one million acres of USDA Certifi ed Organic land.

Ranchers raise Panorama Organic cattle on open rangelands of organic grasses and legumes and 
employ pasture rotation and land-management practices that promote animal health and protect 
delicate rangeland ecosystems. Ranchers all adhere to strict organic, non-GMO, and regenerative 
protocols. The cattle are never administered hormones or antibiotics or fed animal by-products and 
are animal welfare Global Animal Partnership (GAP) Step 4 approved – audited every 15 months 
through independent third parties.

WELFARE
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Niman Ranch

Niman Ranch is a community of more than 700 independent family farmers and ranchers who raise 
pork, beef and lamb traditionally, humanely and sustainably to deliver the Finest-Tasting Meat in the 
World®.

Niman Ranch livestock are raised outside or in deeply bedded pens where the animals are able to 
root, roam, socialize, play and exhibit their natural behaviors comfortably. Niman Ranch protocols 
strictly prohibit animal byproducts in feed, antibiotics, hormones, gestation and farrowing crates.

Niman Ranch is the largest farmer and rancher network in North America to be 100% Certified 
Humane®, a certification recognized as one of the most stringent animal welfare protocols available. 
In addition to third-party certification, all Niman Ranch farms and ranches are personally inspected 
before being accepted into the program and are visited and audited regularly by Niman Ranch field 
agents.

Niman Ranch has letters of support from the Humane Society of the United States, American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and Compassion in World Farming recognizing the brand’s 
long-held leadership in animal care.

WELFARE
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Coleman Hogs

Our Coleman Natural operations source hogs only from American Humane Certified™ U.S. family 
farms that are free of gestation and farrowing crates and never use antibiotics, hormones or growth-
promoting drugs.

Our hogs are raised on an all-vegetarian diet in a combination of pastures, hoop barns, outdoor lots 
and controlled-atmosphere barns with fresh-air ventilation.

The American Humane Certified program provides third-party verification for every step of live 
production, transport and harvesting. Our farmers must meet or exceed more than 200 science-based 
humane animal care standards in order to produce for the Coleman Natural brand.

WELFARE
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Turkeys

At Perdue Farms, we are committed to producing healthy, quality turkeys with a focus on animal care and welfare.

PERDUE® is the nation’s largest No-Antibiotics-Ever turkey brand.* All our No-Antibiotics-Ever turkeys are 
fed a vegetarian diet and are certified in the USDA Process Verified Program by USDA auditors. Our growing 
barns provide natural light for our turkeys. We do not use antibiotics for disease prevention.

As part of our commitment to higher welfare standards for the turkeys we raise, we follow the National 
Turkey Federation Standards of Animal Care Guidelines, and our farms are audited annually by PAACO 
certified auditors.

The farmers who raise our turkeys share an equal responsibility to provide care according to our standards 
and make us aware of problems with animal health or welfare. We provide animal care and welfare hotline 
for our associates and independent farmer partners to report mistreatment or suspected mistreatment 
anonymously.

To further ensure the health and welfare of the turkeys in our care:

•	 100% of turkeys we raise are rendered insensible for harvesting using Controlled Atmosphere Stunning 

•	 30% of all turkeys raised and sourced are traveling eight hours or less

•	 0% of our turkeys are toenail conditioned 
 
*Source: MULO & MULO + Convenience data is reported by Information Resources Inc through its Integrated Fresh Market Advantage = Integrated TSV 
Syndicated Database, for the Total Turkey RWNW NAE & Total Ground Turkey NAE Categories for the 52-week ending period 10/04/20.

WELFARE
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Avoidance Of Close Confinement*

Perdue is committed to avoiding confinement through all species. As of July 2022:

•	 100% of chickens are raised confinement free

•	 100% of turkeys are raised confinement free

•	 100% of lambs are raised confinement free and ranch-finished

•	 96% of beef cattle are raised confinement free and void of commercial feed lots

•	 62% of hogs are raised confinement free

•	 25% of poultry raised free range

•	 0% of milk and eggs used in ingredients are not confinement free. These ingredients only make 
up 0.05% of our total volume

Environmental Enrichment*

At Perdue Farms, we recognize that providing animals with appropriate, species-specific 
environmental improvements can better their living conditions and help encourage their natural 
behaviors. As of July 2022:

•	 100% of lambs are raised on pasture

•	 96% of beef cattle have enrichments, such as shade with dirt, corn cobs, stalks and other 
natural materials, sprinklers in warm weather; brush out in pasture for scratching posts; 
hedgerows, stacks of round bales and other wind breakers.

•	 62% of pigs have access to enrichments allowing the animals to exhibit natural behaviors. 
Commonly used enrichments include deep bedding (typically corn cobs, stalks and straw); 
grass, brush, wallows and trees when outdoors; hay or straw bales; and sprinklers when hot. 

•	 26% of chickens have enrichments, such as boxes, perches, platforms and pecking objects with 
natural light and outdoor access.

WELFARE
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Avoidance Of Routine Activities*

Perdue Farms is committed to avoiding activities such as tail docking of pigs and cows, debeaking of 
chickens and toenail conditioning of turkeys. As of July 2022:

•	 100% of lambs are free from mulesing

•	 60% of dairy cows are free from tail docking

•	 57% of pigs are free from teeth clipping

•	 29% of pigs are free from tail docking

•	 0% of chickens are beak conditioned

•	 0% of turkeys are toenail conditioned

•	 0% of beef cows are tail docked

Stunning*

Our objective is to ensure that all animal species, including chicken, turkey, pork, beef, dairy cows and 
lamb, are rendered insensible before harvesting. As of July 2022:

•	 99.2% of turkeys are rendered insensible before being harvested using Controlled  
Atmosphere Stunning.

•	 100% of chickens, beef and lambs are rendered insensible before being harvested.

•	 100% of dairy cows and laying hens are rendered insensible before harvest by industry standards. 
They represent 0.06% of Perdue Farms’ total pounds across all brands, products and species.

•	 9% of our chickens are rendered insensible using Controlled Atmosphere Stunning.

 

Transportation*

Travel times for all poultry and livestock are kept to a minimum. Our goal is less than eight hours. As of 
July 2022:

•	 71% of all species raised and sourced are traveling 8 hours or less

•	 90% of all lambs raised and source are traveling 8 hours or less

•	 88% of all cattle raised and sourced are traveling 8 hours or less

•	 75% of all chickens raised and sourced are traveling 8 hours or less

•	 57% of all pigs raised and sourced are traveling 8 hours or less

•	 30% of all turkeys raised and sourced are traveling 8 hours or less

WELFARE
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Antibiotics*

96.2% of all animals we raise are source for our portfolio of brands are no antibiotics ever.

 

Slowing Growth Potential in Chickens

•	 9.5% of chickens raised and sourced have an average of less than 55 grams per day gain over their 
growth cycle.

 

New Welfare Goals

Our beef, lamb and pork programs are incorporating additional welfare outcome measurements, 
including a commitment to reduce lameness. Baselines, targeted improvements, and reporting will be 
established in the coming year.

 

*All species raised and sourced for Perdue Farms brands.
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